Intravenous fluid therapy in the prehospital management of hemorrhagic shock: improved outcome with hypertonic saline/6% Dextran 70 in a swine model.
The small quantities of 7.5% hypertonic saline (HTS) in 6% Dextran 70 (DEX 70; Travenol Laboratories, Deerfield, IL) required to produce marked improvement in tissue perfusion may make it an ideal solution for the prehospital management of hypotensive trauma patients. This study shows that the initial treatment of porcine hemorrhagic shock with 7.5% HTS/6% DEX 70 results in significantly improved hemodynamics and higher survival rates than those seen in animals treated with normal saline. These results are very encouraging and dictate the need for evaluation in human trials.